

The Merry Jfiues of Windfor, 


Be gone, and come when you are callch 

Jtf.P^ Here comes little (with you ? 

Itfifl+Ford* How now my Eyas-Musker, what newes 

JSflA.My M.Sir AA» is come in at your backe doorc 
(Mifi,Ferd>and rcquefts your company, 

M.Page.Yon lide Iack-a-lent ,hauc you bin true to vs 
, Ifyk I, Ilebefwometmy Mafterknowesnot of your 
being hecre : and hath threatned to put mc huo eucrla- 
fting liberty, if I cell you o fit ; for he fw cares hell turns 
me away, 

MifttVag. ThouVt a good boy; this fecrecy of thine 
fhall be a Tailor to thee, and fhal.make thee a new dou- 
blet andhofe. lie go hide me. 

MuF&rd* Do fo : go tell thy Mafier^ lam alone : Mi- 
ftris P<tgt, remember you your <£h* 

Mift.PagA warrant ihee,if I do not a& it, hiffc me, 

MiftSord* Go-too then : we'l ?fe this Vnwholfome 
humidityjthisgrofic-watry Pumpion; well teach him 
to know Turtles from layes. 

F4L Haue I caught thee, my heauenly Icwell? Why 
nowise me diejforl haue Iiu\l lonp enough ; This is the 
period of my ambition * O this blcffcd hourc. 

Mift.Ftrd. O fweet Sir hhn m 

Fat* Miftris Ford, I cannot cog, I cannot prate (Mifh 
Ford) now ftall I fin in my wifh ; I would thy Husband 
were dead, He fpeake ic before the beft Lord, I would 
make thee my Lady, 

Mtft.Ford* I your Lady Sir I&hn} Alas, I fhould bee a 
pittifull Lady, 

FaL Let the Court of France fhewrne Inch another: 
I fee how thine eye would emulate the Diamond : Thou 
haft the right arched-beauty of the browythat becomes 
the Ship -tyre, the Tyre-valiant, or any Tire of Venetian 
admittance. 

LMift,F&rd* ApIaineKcrchiefCjSif 
My browes become nothing eIfe a nor that well neither. 

F/iA Thou art a tyrant to fay fo : thou would ft make 
an abfolutc Courtier, and the firme fixture of thy foote, 
would giue an excellent motion to thy gate, in a femU 
circled Farthingale* I fee what thou were if Fortune thy 
fpe, were not Nature thy friend : Come, thou canft not 
hide it. 

Af^.F^.Beleeue mejthei's no fuch thing in me. 

Fd % What made meloue thec ? Let that peifwade 
thee, Thcr's fomething extraordinary in thee : Come, I 
cannot cog, and fay thou art this and that, like a-manic 
of thefelifpbg-hauthornebuds, that come like women 
in mem apparrelf and fmelllike. Bucklers-berry in Am- 
ple time: I cannot 3 but I louc thee, none but. thee; and 

thou defcru'ft it. 

M.FordX)o not betray me fir,I fear you lone M.Ptge* 

Fd* Thou might ft as well fay, I louc to walke hy the 
Counter- gate, which is as hatefull to me, as the recke of 
aLime-kilL. 

WfF&rd,Wdl> heauen knoweshowl louc you, 
And youfliallone day findeit. 

FaL Keepein that mindc 3 He deferue it* 

mft.Fordi Nay, 1 muft tell you, fo you doe; 
Orclfclcould not be in thatminde* 

je^.Miftris /W,Miftris Ford : hecre's Miftris P*gt at 
the doore/weatin g, and blowing, and looking wildcly, 
and would needs fpeake with y^u prefcntly. 

F*U She fhall aot fee me, 1 will enfeonce mee behinde 
the Arras. 

jl/.Fflrcf, Pray you dofo, flic's a very tailing woman* 
What* the matter? How now ? 


JM*ft,Pdgt>Q miftris jW what haue you done ? 
You r £h am'd, y are oucrthro wne, y*are yndonc for cuer 
M.Ford. What'a the matterjgood miftris Page ? * 

M*P*ge* O wcladay J mift.F*r<i,hauinganhoneft m j Q 
to your husbaodjto grue him fuch caafc offufpici©^ 

M+ford* What caufeof fufpition? 

7rl*P*ge+ What caufeof fiifpition ? Out vpon you % 
How am I mi flock e in you ? 

M.Ford, Why (alas) what's the matter ? / 

TtiJPage. Your husband's comming hcther (Womdj 
with all the Officers in Windfor, to fearch fci a Gemta 
man, that he fayes is heere now in the houfe ; by y eilf 
confent to take an ill advantage of his abfencc .'yeu * Ee 
vndone. 

tJvf.Fcrd. Tis not fo, I hope. 

M-Page* Pray heauen it be not fo, that you haue fuch 
a man heere ; but 'tis moft certaine your husband s coiq. 
ming, with halfc Windfor at hisheclci, to fetch for fu^ 
a one, I come before to tell you: If you know your fdfc 
ckcic, why I am glad of it : but if you haue a friend here 
conuey, conuey him out. Be not ama^d f call all yout 
fen fc s to you, defend your reputation, or bid farwell to 
your good life for euer. 

M.Fsrd. What fhall I do ? There is a Gentleman my 
deere fri end : and I feare not mine owne fhame fo much 
as his per ilk I had rather then a thoufand pound he were 
out of thchoufe. 

■MtPage* Forfhame,neuerftand (yon had rather aiij 
you had rather;) your husband's heere at hand B bethiftke 
youoffomeconucyance: in thehoufeyou cannot hide 
him. Oh a how haue you deceiu'd me H.ooke, heere in 
baiket, if he be of any reafonable ftature, he may cxtm 
in heere, and throw fowle linnen vpon him^as if it were 
going to bucking r Or it is wbiring time, fend him by 
your two men to Docket- Meade. 

ItiS&rd* He's too big to go in there : what fhall I do? 

Fd* Let me fce't, let me fce*t, O let mc fee't ; 
lie in, He in : Follow your friends counfel), He in. 

M.Pagt* What Sir I*k* Frnfi^ff ? Are thefe your Itt- 
ters, Knight? 

FdL Iloue thee, helpe mee away : let me creepc in 
heere : lie ncuer 

M*P*ge. Helpe to coyer yourmafter (Boy:) Q!I 
your men (Mift.F^) You diflembling Knight* 

M.Ford. What hhn y fohn ; Go,takc vp theft 
cloathes hecre 3 quickiy ; Wher'f the Cowle-ftaffef Loofe 
how you drumble ? Carry them to the Landreff^ in Da:- 
chet mead : quickly, come. 

Ford, *Pray you come nerestf I fufpeft without caufe. 
Why then make fport at me, then let me be youricfl, 
I deferue it : How now? Whether beare you this ? 

Ser m To the LandrefTeforfooth? 

M. Ford, Why, what haue you to doe whether they 
beare it? You were beft meddle with buck-waffiing, 

F&rd. Bucks' I would I could watt my felfeof jBuck: 
Bucke, bucke,bucke,I bucke : I warrant you Buckc, 
And of the feafon coo ; it fhall appeare. 
Gentlemen, 1 haue dream* d tonight, lie tell you my 
dreame ; heere, heere, heere bee my kcyes, afeendmy 
Chambers, fearch, feeke, finde out : lie warrant weele 
if nkennell the Fox, Let me flop this way firft : fe,noW 
vneape, 

P*gf t Good maftcrFar^ be contented: 
You wrong your felfe too rntfeh. 

Ford. Tmc (maftcrP^r) yp Gentlemen*. « 
You fhall fee fport anon ; 
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Follow me Gentlemen* 
&ms This is fery fantafticall humors and icaioufies. 

Cmml By g*r> ™ n0 - thc faftlion ofFrance : 
Ttis not iealous in France. 

' ftp. Nay follow him (Gentlemen) fee the y flue of 

b *£S C p^Is there not a double excellency in this ? 

mL ftrL I know not which pleafes me bet ccr, 
Thar my husband is deceiued t or Sir hbn. 

$lfp*ge. What a taking waihcc in, when your 
husband askt who was in the basket ? 

Ml^Vord, iamhalfeafFraidhewiUhaue ncedc of 
wafting: fo throwing him into the water, will doe him 

^m$J#gt* Hang him diinoneftrafcall : I would all 
of the fameftrainCjvm'e in the fame diftreffc, 

Mtfi.Ftrd. Ithinkemy husband hath fome fpecia!! 
fufpition oiFdfaffs being hecre ; for 1 neucr fa w him fo 
gcolfe i u his iealoufic till now. 

MftJtgc* 1 w'll lav aploEtto try that, and wee will 
yet haue more trickes with F*/ftdfe :his difiolutc difeafe 
will fcai fe obey this medicine. 

MifFerd.Shzll we fend that foolifhion Carion.Mtft. 
jgjif^toliim, and ck enfe his throw in g into the w at tr a 
and giue him another hope , to betray him m another 
□ tin i fhmetu? 

M(&*P*gt' We will do U : let him be fent for to mor- 
row eight a clock c to haue amends. 

Ford. I cannot finde him : may be the knaue bragg'd 
of dm he could not compafle. 

MifiFAgt* Heard you that ? 

Mrf.Ford, You yfe me weB,M< F^^?Do you f 

fW, I J dofo, 

U&;Fo7*d, Heauen make you better then your thoghts 
Ford, Amenj 

UW.P*£^You do your felfe mighty wrong(M.F(?^) 
Ford. I T I: I muft beareir, 

E$* If there b-e any pody in thchoufe,& in the cham- 
bers, and in the coffers, and in the preiTcs : heauen for- 
giue my fins at the day of Judgement. 

Caittf, Be gar, nor I too : there is no-bodies- 

Pags. Fy,fy,M.F^i J are you not afhemM i What fpi- 
rit^what diucll fuggefts this imagination ? I wold not ha 
yourdiftcmperm this kind /or ^ welth ofunndprcafl/e t 

Ford/Tis my faulc (M.Page)\ fuffcr for it. 

Euabs* You fuffcrfor a pad confcicnce ; your wife is 
as honcft a; o'mans, as I willdefires among fiuc thou. 
fand,and fiue hundred too. 

Cat. By gar, I fee 'tis an honed woman. 

Ford, Wcll,Tpromifd you a diunerieorne, come, walk 
m the Parke,I pray you pardon mer I wil hercafcer make 
knowneto you why I haue done this. Come vvife,come 
Mi Jf^e-,! pray y on pardon nie.Pray hardy pardon me. 

Fage t Let's ^o inGeutlemcn^but^rufx mc)vvc'l mock 
him: I doe inuiteyouto morrow morning to my houfc 
to breakfaft: after we'll a Bi rding together, I haue a fine 
Hawkeforthcbufli. Shall it be fo; 

Ford. Anything. 

£fipjfthere is©ne,lfhali make two in the Conipanie 
If there be one, or two,! fhall make-a-thcturd. 
Ford, Prayyougo^M.P^. 

pray you now remembrance to morrow on the 
lowfie knaue, mine Hoft, 

OtL Dat is good by gar, wrthall my heart, 

A lowfie knaue, to haue his gibes, and his rrioc- 

keT1 «* Ex*HHt. 


Scwna Quarts 


EnterFenton^ Utmt y P*ge y Shagm, S/tnder, 
QtockI; ? <P*gc,Mifi t P#gt. 
Pew I fee I cannot get thy Fathers loue, 
Therefore no more tume me to him (fweet Nan,) 
tAnn€* Alas,howthcn f 
Ft#. Why thou muft be thy fclfc t 
He doth object, I am too great of birth, 
And that my ftate being gal I'd wuh my expence^ 
I fecke to heale it onely by his wealth. 
JBcfidcs thefe, other barren he hyes before me^ 
My Riots paft 3 my wilde Sccietfcs, 
And teh me *ci^a thing impoffmle 
I fiiould louc thee, but as a property. 
An* May be he rds you true. 
No, heauen fo fpeed mc in my time to come 
Albeit I will confeflc, thy Fathers wealth 
Was the firft motinc that I wooM thec (Jnn?:) 
Tet wooing thee, I found thec of more valcw. 
Then fiampes in Gold, or fummes in fealed p& : 
And *tis the very riches of thy felfe, 
1 hat now I ayme at. 

Gentle M. Fextax, 
Yet feeke my f ather? louc, ftil] fecke it fir, 
If opportunity ani-! humbleftfuite 
Cannot attainc it, why then haike you hither* 

Sh*L Breake their talke Miftris 
My Kinfman ft ail fpeake for himfcifc. 

He make a /haft or a bolt on r^lid, i\% buti ventu- 
Sbal, Benotdilmaid. / r j no 
No, flic fliall not difmay me ; 
I rare not for that > but that I am affcar d, 
i^Harkye,M.S/cW<r would (peak 3 wordvviih you 
-rf*. I come to him. This i; my Fathers choice; 
O what a world of tilde ill- fauomM faults 
Lookcs hand fame in three hundred pounds a yecre? 



. And how do's good Mafler Fcnhn ? 
Pray you a word with you. 

SIjjL SheeN commjng ; to her Cot: 
O boy, thouhadft a father. 

SUvtl had a father^. Aft)my vncle am tel you good 
iefh of him : pray you Vndetel Mill Mm theieil liow 
my Father ftole two Gcefcout of a Pen^good Vnckle, 
^/.Miftris AKHtjmy Cozen loucsy^ft 
$te& I that I do, as well as I louc any woman in Glo- 
cefterftire. 

SbaL He will maintalneyou like a Gentlewoman, 
sl '»* 1 ^at 1 will, come cut and long-raile, vndcr the 
degree of a Squire. 

Skd. He will makeyoufif hundred and fiftie pounds 
ioynture, 

Ame, Good Maiftcr ii^&w let him woo for him- 
fclfc. 

ShaL Marrie Ithanke you for it : I thankeyou for 
that good comfort : (be calsyou (Coz)Ilelcaye you. 

S/e». Now good Miftris Ame* 
Anne. What is your will? 

Sttn. My will? Odd'i-htrtjing?- that**a prettic 
teftindecde: InAenfiademy Will J'ct (Ithanke Hea* 
utn:) IamnotfuchafickeJy creature, I giuc Heauen 
praife. 1 

E % An* 
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